The Greater Corsham and Lacock Ministry Team Contact details

Team Rector: Rev Andrew Johnson
rector@corshamandlacockchurches.org.uk (01249 713232)
Team Vicar: Rev Adam Beaumont
vicar@corshamandlacockchurches.org.uk (01249 730984)
Licensed Lay Ministers: Linda Culling; David Harvey; Margaret Price;
Stella Sage; Neil Pidduck
Church Wardens: Judith Blakeney (01249 730649); Fiona Draper
(Fiona@fionadraper.co.uk); Janet Doel (01249 730318) [Bowden Hill]

Team Website: www.corshamandlacockchurches.org.uk
To receive this news sheet by email, please email Fiona@fionadraper.co.uk

Please note that the correct Payee for cheques is
PCC of Lacock with Bowden Hill

Services today, Sunday 30th December

1— | 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion
 We welcome friends from St Bart’s Corsham, St John’s Gastard

\
and St Philip & St James Neston to this Team Service

Please remember in your prayers:
Joyce B, George, Linda, Kate B., Madge, Mabel, Rosie and Alex,
& Christopher, Colleen;
Doorway and the Chippenham and Corsham Food Banks, including
their volunteers and those whom they work with or support

At Holy Communion we use wafers and fair-trade communion wine. If you have
reason to need either gluten-free wafers or non-alcoholic wine please quietly say,
‘oluten-free’, or ‘non alcoholic’ to the person serving you at the rail and they will

provide for you.

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 0
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” —_—
And he replied: BN

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of

God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
The Gate of the Year — Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957)

Services next Sunday, 6th January |

10.30 a.m. Epiphany Celebration with
Holy Communion (All-age service)

This is expected to be the last service in St Cyriac’s until
March - do come if you can!

Services on Sunday13th January
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion at St Anne’s Bowden Hill

St Cyriac’s will be closed from 7th January for up to 3 weeks
for the removal of asbestos. During this period there will be no
access to the church or churchyard; we are sorry for any inconven-
ience. It’s expected that the path work will start immediately after-
wards, but this is not yet 100% confirmed. Please check Pew News
regularly for the latest information on access to the church and loca-
tion of services.

If you are a visitor to our Church, we welcome you. Please do take
this news sheet and our warmest greetings back to your own

Green Café meets on 5™ January 2019.

9.30-11.30 a.m. at the Carpenters Arms.
Our aim is to create a relaxing, supportive and
social cafe at the heart of Lacock, so why not come along and be part of it.
For more information contact Rachael on 01249 730636 or Frank and Nathalie

on 730203.
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- Planted by St Cyriac's and S5t. Anne's Churches, Lacock -

Thank you to all our Flower Arrangers who made our
churches look so beautiful

Please stay for coffee after the service. We are a Fair Trade church.

at Christmas and throughout the year.

Please take this newsletter home with yow and use it for youwr pravyers
onds your reference during the week
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Collect for the First Sunday of Christmas

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to
share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

or

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be one
family, and draw us into your holy life through the birth of Emmanuel,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-3a & 6-9 Pew Bible p.489
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch
will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of
wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the
Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD — and he will delight in the
fear of the LORD.

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead
them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the
cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth
will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Gospel Reading: John 1: 1-14 Pew Bible p.748

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his

own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Holy Bible, NIV® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission

O Christ the same, through all our story's pages--

our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears;
eternal Lord, the King of all the ages,

unchanging still, amid the passing years:

O living Word, the source of all creation,

who spread the skies, and set the stars ablaze;

O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation,
we bring our thanks, our thanks for all our yesterdays.

O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing

our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide;

still as of old upon your body bearing

the marks of love, in triumph glorified:

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven,

O Prince of life, in all your saving power,

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given,

we bring our thanks, our thanks for this the present hour.

O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping
our lives and loves, our days and years remain,
our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping,
our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain:

O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows,

for all our hopes, when earth shall fade and flee,
O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows,
we bring our thanks, our thanks for all that is to be.

c¢. Timothy Dudley-Smith. CCLI 106185
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